
 

SOMETHING TO PONDER BY REV BRITT 

Advent is here, and with it the reminder to incline our hearts toward hope, peace, joy and love. How do we do 
that when there is so much hardness and harshness of spirit affecting us? This past week three different 
messages from church leaders have helped me to ponder this question.  
 

First there was the interview with our new United Church Moderator in Broadview Magazine. The Rev. Dr. 
Kimberley Heath spoke about two things in particular that caught my attention. She spoke about a sense of 
helplessness and fatigue that you may also recognize in yourself at times. 
 

"It's a critical time, both in the world and in the church," she said. "It would be nice if, as all hell was 
breaking loose around the world, the church was feeling extremely robust and just ready to take it on 
and solve all the problems. Or the other way around: if we are declining and struggling in a number of 
areas, but the world was reasonably decent. But that's not how it works, right?" 

 

Rev. Dr. Heath, who was a neighbour of mine in ministry in Southern Alberta, acknowledges what I have heard 
said often since both of us were ordained over a quarter century ago. The church is in the middle of a sea-change 
that is bigger than any one congregation or minister, one that has already been going on for some time. 
 

"It is really hard and really painful. My first settlement charge is now longer open, and it's partner 
congregation doesn't have a whole lot of people attending either. There's a massive demographic 
change that is happening now." 

 

So should we give up. Should we say that there is no point? That what we've done up to now has all been 
wasted? That the future is a humbug and so is all hope, peace, joy and love? 
 

Here is where the other two messages which I read this week were quite helpful. They reminded me that being 
the church is not the same thing as counting heads or gaining a following. Being the church is about spirit and 
faithfulness.  
 

My former Sherwood Park colleague, Anglican Bishop Stephen London of the Archdiocese of Edmonton, wrote a 
letter to the Premier of the Province of Alberta about the recent legislature use of the notwithstanding clause in 
Alberta. He wrote: 
 

"As a bishop, it is not my intention to become involved in partisan political debate. My concern is moral 
and spiritual. I write this letter today because with the use of the Notwithstanding Clause, the Alberta 
government has taken a step in suspending a fundamental freedom of our society, the freedom of 
association. ... The deeper implications of this action are sobering because when one fundamental 
freedom is denied, it is possible to imagine other fundamental freedoms being denied, including our 
own “freedom of conscience and religion.”  
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A joint letter was also written by our own Northern Spirit Regional Council as well as the southern Alberta 
Chinook Regional Council of the United Church of Canada: 
 

“The Reformed tradition of Christianity has experienced violent repression from the government in our 
past.  Our Puritan spiritual ancestors migrated to this continent because they would not be forcibly 
conformed to the practices of the state church of England. Our church was forged in the desire for 
religious freedom. 
  

The original insertion of Section 33 into the Canadian constitution was done so with the understanding 
that it would be used only in circumstances of dire emergency. The pre-emptive invocation of the 
notwithstanding clause in legislation to address a labour irritation, specifically exempting section 2 of 
the Charter, imperils the future of our freedom of religion.  If not from this government, then from a 
future Alberta government ... We consider the use of the notwithstanding clause to be far too heavy-
handed, and it has potentially jeopardized the future of every right that is listed in The Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms.” 

 

Letters may not seem like much. Perhaps you are even opposed to a Bishop or a church leader writing letters like 
these. I however find it no small thing for churches like the United Church of Canada or the Anglican Church in 
Canada, which are becoming smaller, to continue to hold tension with the surrounding society about what is 
good and just stewardship of our common life. In fact another joint letter was just written with the added 
signature of the Evangelical Lutheran Bishop of the Synod of Alberta and the Northwest Territories regarding yet 
another use of the Notwithstanding Clause, this time to place the rights of transgender youth outside the reach 
of the constitution, a decision which deeply affects transgender members and non-members of all our churches. 
 

“Jesus consistently called his followers to protect and uplift those at risk. … The decision to override 
Charter Rights fails this test.” 

 

What does all this have to do with Advent? Advent is a time to reorient ourselves and our expectations. We are 
not here to be great unto ourselves, we are here to be great-hearted toward God and each other. 
 

Mary, small though she was, sang, "God has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up the 
lowly; they have filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty." (Luke 1:48,52-53) The angels 
sang when the infant Christ appeared, small as he was, “Glory to God in the highest and peace to all those God 
loves.” (Luke 2:14) 
 

Rev. Dr. Heath reminds us, "I have said that as a church we have to embrace being small. Many think small is 
another word for decline, but in the story of Luke, small is how it all begins. God chooses someone ordinary - 
maybe even less than ordinary in the eyes of the world - to carry and give birth to Christ. Mary says yes to the call 
and is able to see how the small leads to justice and real change in the world. ... Our small in the hands of God 
gives birth to life, healing, justice and transformation." 
 

UPCOMING DATES:   

➢ November 30th – Advent Begins 
➢ December 7th – Communion  
➢ December 14th – Christmas Sweater Sunday &  

Congregational Luncheon, following worship 
➢ December 20th – Memorial Tree Service, 7pm 

➢ December 24th – Candlelight Service & Communion, 7pm 

 ➢ December 25th & 26th – Church Office Closed 
 

https://www.mcdunited.com/blog-1/a-pastoral-letter-from-regional-alberta-united-church-leaders-freedom-education-and-the-common-good
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1133601145653872&set=pcb.1133613172319336


 

STUDIES UPDATE 

How does your minister spend the week(s) she takes off on study 
leave? Recently, Rev. Britt took two weeks in November and reports 
that she worked hard on her thesis for her Doctor of Ministry degree. 
She submitted her first 25 pages to her advisor for review. Her thesis 
title is tentatively "Reading Scripture With Your Gut: A Compassion 
Oriented Strategy for Reading the Bible". The deadline for her finished 

project will be mid-March 2026, with convocation in Mid-May. In January she will offer a trial study 
using the Bible reading strategy she has developed from her studies. 
 

WEAR YOUR SILLY CHRISTMAS SWEATER & 

CONGREGATIONAL LUNCHEON DECEMBER 14TH  

Our congregational luncheon is Sunday, December 14th after worship in the 
lower hall. This year’s luncheon will include a main dish provided by H & F 
with salad and dessert potluck.  
 

Please sign up to bring a salad or dessert. Sign-up sheets available in the Narthex.  

 

BAKE SALE SUCCESS – THANK YOU!  

Many thanks to our numerous volunteers, donors and committee members 
who helped prepare for, set-up and attended or donated to our Bake Sale on 
Saturday, November 22nd, making it an incredible success! Your support is 
greatly appreciated and we hope many of you came away with some tasty 
treats to share around the table this Christmas season – or to stock your 
freezer for impromptu visitors! 
  
Thank you once more and blessings to all for your contributions to help make 
this annual fundraiser such a success, from everyone who helped with set 
up, sales, donations and purchases. It is very much appreciated!  

An early tally of the bake sale proceeds has been calculated over $2,180!  
We had more than half of the baking sold by 1:30!  Congratulations and many thanks! 

 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL TREE LIGHTING 

We will be holding a Christmas Memorial Tree Service again this year. This service 
will be Saturday, December 20th at 7pm. If you are interested in honoring the 
memory of a friend or relative on this occasion, please complete the “Christmas 
Memorial Tree Lighting” form, available in the Narthex, and deposit it into the 
collection plate, along with a monetary donation of your choice, on any Sunday 
between November 30th and December 14th. During the Memorial Tree Service, we 
will be singing Christmas Carols and reading out the names of our loved ones.  
 

After the service there will be hot refreshments served in the Narthex followed by 
everyone going outside (weather permitting) for the tree lighting and to sing Silent Night.  
 



 

CHRISTMAS EVE AT SALISBURY 

Christmas Eve falls on a Wednesday this year.  We hope you’ll join us on 
Sunday, December 21st for our 4th Advent service. Then, we will be hosting 
our Candlelight Christmas Eve Service at 7 pm on December 24th, which will 
include a candlelight service, carols and communion.   
 

Wishing a blessed Advent and Christmas to all! 

 

Keep A Lookout! - December Advertising Campaign 

This December, Edmonton and Sherwood Park will be the focus of a new United Church of Canada 
advertising initiative. The campaign aims to spark curiosity and spiritual reflection during the Christmas 
season through digital billboards in high-traffic areas near United Church communities.  
  
Particular areas of Edmonton and Sherwood Park were selected because the surrounding communities 
show strong potential. Census data indicates both a healthy average number of children per household, 
and that the neighbourhood includes the types households most likely to be interested in a church like 
the United Church of Canada. These factors suggest that both within our congregation and in the 
neighbourhoods around us, there is real possibility — for connection, for curiosity, and for welcome. 
  
The advertisements will use the A Place at the Table image, a reimagining of Da Vinci’s Last Supper as a 
representation of our faith community: one committed to welcoming people of all backgrounds, 
identities and experiences. The billboards will include the 
United Church crest and name, as well as a URL with 
information about the image and a map with a listing of 
local congregations. 
  
Keep an eye out for the ads and an ear to the ground to 
listen to what people are saying about the campaign! 
And let’s be prepared to welcome new people who may 
come through our doors this season looking for a place to 
belong. 
  
Links: 

• Learn about A Place at the Table project (Video) 
• Explore the image (Webpage)  

 
 

MEDITATION CIRCLE – WEDNESDAYS @ 10am   

Join Rev. Britt in-person each Wednesday at 10am for Mediation Circle in the 
Church’s Meditation Room and also now online!  Details and updates on 
meditation circle will be posted on our website under the “Weekly Meditation 
Circle” section on the main page. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_bpuX5Rngz0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_bpuX5Rngz0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_bpuX5Rngz0
https://united-church.ca/a-place-at-the-table?fbclid=IwY2xjawJt7mdleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHpR-AD2UDcGUtV7UFfFkeFu0XeJELV9kKYOhh8P1Iw9UBJtRmCPNBQR__CmG_aem_-pjxIhUr7-rX9bc5hPMI9Q
https://united-church.ca/a-place-at-the-table?fbclid=IwY2xjawJt7mdleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHpR-AD2UDcGUtV7UFfFkeFu0XeJELV9kKYOhh8P1Iw9UBJtRmCPNBQR__CmG_aem_-pjxIhUr7-rX9bc5hPMI9Q
https://www.salisburyunited.ca/


 

 

FOOD BANK DONATIONS - ONGOING 

We continue to accept food bank donations for the Strathcona County Food 
Bank. Please bring non-perishable items and drop them off in the yellow box 
under the coat rack in the Salisbury United Church Narthex (lobby).  

 

For a list of most-needed items and special request items, please visit the Strathcona County Food 
Bank’s website HERE. 

 

LAY ASSISTANTS, DOOR GREETERS & COFFEE SET-UP HELPERS NEEDED 

Each week we are looking for help from volunteers as lay worship assistants,  
door greeters, and help with setting-up before worship, for coffee. Please check the  
sign-up sheet in the church lobby (narthex) each week, or call the church office to sign up! 

 

FINANCE CORNER - Update as of November 26th, 2025 
 

Year to date net income was approximately $23,050 better than 
planned! This is mostly due to lower expenses than was 
budgeted, with Property expenses coming in around $20,000 less 
than budgeted.  
 

We are at approximately 89% for total offerings, according to our annual budget. So, folks, it’s up to us 
to ensure we finish 2025 in good financial shape. We can do it! Every person's contribution of time and 
finances helps maintain and grow Salisbury United Church. Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

If you need any help with giving envelopes – new supply, pick-up, etc. – or other giving options (monthly 
giving through PAR, e-transfer or donating online through Canada Helps on the Salisbury Website), 
please contact: Brittany at the Church Office.  Phone: 780-467-7310     E-Mail: salisburyuc@telus.net 

 

 
 

 
 

Thank you for your support of Salisbury United Church and congratulations 
for helping your church to meet ongoing ministry obligations. 

 

 

 

 

                                                               TO DONATE ON-LINE WITH CANADA HELPS 
  

We are now set up to accept Interac ETransfers.  If you are familiar with Etransfers,  
just use our email address salisburyuc@telus.net to send your donation.   
 

 
 
 
 

 

 ACTUAL BUDGET 
Income: $239,686.42 $237,690.63 

Expense: $229,026.90 $250,087.46 

 $ 10,659.52 ($12,396.83) 

                    

https://strathconafoodbank.ca/ways-to-give/#give-food
mailto:salisburyuc@telus.net
mailto:salisburyuc@telus.net
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/salisbury-united-church-of-the-clover-bar-pastoral-charge/?version=2&version=2


 

 

 

SHERWOOD PARK UNITED CHURCH:  
 

ADVENT FESTIVAL - December 6th from 1-4pm 

Come out and join us for an afternoon of cookie decorating, craft 
making, snacks and reindeer games. Bring along a friend.  
RSVP to Debbie Dyer at 780-603-1579 by Dec. 5th.  
Sponsored by the Sunday School Interest Group. 
 

SENIORS CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON - December 9th at 12noon 

Sherwood Park United Church is hosting a Seniors Christmas Luncheon on 
Tuesday, December 9th at 12noon in their Fellowship Hall. Tickets are $30 each 
(limited to 80 total). Please remember a donation for the Food Bank when you 
come! For tickets: Marry & Arnie Gibson 780-467-0113 or Dianne & Fred Aitkin 
780-467-0526.  

 

SMAL L GROUP EXPERIENCE – Starting January 6th 

Consider starting 2026 with a new focus on your Spiritual Wellness. Join us in 
exploring spiritual practices that may inspire and group your relationship with 
God. Starting January 6th for seven weeks. For more information contact Z’Anne 
at Harvey-jansen@shaw.ca or Jocelyne at jkavalinas@shaw.ca. Click HERE to 
read the poster. 
 

For Additional Events and Connections with Sherwood Park United Church, 
please access their most recent Newsletter HERE.  

 

PILGRIM UNITED CHURCH  

CHRISTMAS MARKET –DECEMBER 5TH & 6TH 

Pilgrim United Church, located at 9008 – 135 Ave., Edmonton will be 

holding a Christmas Market on Friday, December 5th from 10am-6pm 

and Saturday, December 6th from 10am-4pm. Find lots of home baking, 

decor and handmade crafts to fulfil your Christmas shopping!  

  

CHALMERS-CASTLE DOWNS UNITED CHURCH  

CHRISTMAS MARKET & BAKE SALE –DECEMBER 6TH  

Start your Christmas shopping with local artisans and home-based 

businesses at Chalmers-Castle Downs United Church, located at 12315 – 

132nd Ave. NW, Edmonton. They are hosting a Christmas Market & Bake 

Sale on Saturday, December 6th from 10am-3pm.  Find Christmas cookies, 

shortbread, cakes, gingerbread and MORE! FREE ENTRY! Bake sale is cash only.  

LOCAL UNITED CHURCH & OTHER NEWS & EVENTS 

mailto:Harvey-jansen@shaw.ca
mailto:jkavalinas@shaw.ca
https://online.fliphtml5.com/gbljg/aqss/#p=1
https://online.fliphtml5.com/gbljg/xldz/#p=1
https://www.showpass.com/bust-a-move-with-the-braille-tones-a-silent-disco-fundraiser/
https://www.showpass.com/bust-a-move-with-the-braille-tones-a-silent-disco-fundraiser/
https://www.showpass.com/bust-a-move-with-the-braille-tones-a-silent-disco-fundraiser/


 

JOSEPHBURG CHORAL SOCIETY – MEN’S CHORUS & BELLS IN HARMONY 

“Light and Life” of Christmas –December 6th & 13th   

Josephburg Choral Society present “Light and Life” of Christmas, a show 

featuring their Men’s Chorus & Bells in Harmony. There will be two shows: 

Saturday, December 6th at 7pm at the Shell Theatre, Dow Centennial Centre, 

8700 84 Street, Fort Saskatchewan and Saturday, December 13th at 7pm at 

Trinity Baptist Church, 22550 Township Rd. 530 in Sherwood Park. Tickets are 

$20 at the door (cash only). Youth 15 and under are FREE. A hamper drive will 

be held at each location in support of their local Food Bank.  

 
   

 

BUDGET 2026 MAINTAINS HIGH SERVICE LEVELS & PRIORITIZING CAPITAL 

(Source: Strathcona.ca) 

With a focus on maintaining existing assets and service levels, 
today Strathcona County Administration began presenting 
Council with the proposed 2026 budget which includes a 5.18 
per cent municipal tax revenue increase for 2026. This increase 
is inclusive of the final year of the 2 per cent recreation levy 
Council approved in 2023. 
 

Go to the Strathcona County Website for more details. 
 

CHRISTMAS IN THE COUNTRY – SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6TH  

(Source: Strathcona.ca)  

Strathcona County’s Christmas in the Country is on Saturday, 
December 6th this year. Enjoy country markets and activities for the 
whole family at various locations in south rural Strathcona County. 
   

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

• Santa visits 

• Sleigh rides 

• Fun activities 
• Delicious food and more! 

 

4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at Fire Station #2 (22142 South Cooking Lake Road): 

• Free hot chocolate 

• Santa visits 

• Cookie decorating 
• Fireworks display 

  

For more information, head to Strathcona County’s Rural County Christmas Events Page. 

STRATHCONA COUNTY NEWS 

[Photo credit: Strathcona.ca] 

[Photo credit: Strathcona.ca]  

https://www.strathcona.ca/council-county/news/news/2025/11/24/budget-2026-maintains-high-service-levels-prioritizing-capital/
https://www.strathcona.ca/recreation-events/festivals-and-events/rural-county-christmas/
https://www.showpass.com/bust-a-move-with-the-braille-tones-a-silent-disco-fundraiser/


 

[Photo credit: Strathcona.ca] 

EXPLORE LANDSCAPES THROUGH BRUSH AND INK AT GALLERY@501  

(Source: Strathcona.ca) 

Strathcona County is pleased to present Ink Horizons: East to 
West, a new exhibition by New Brunswick artist Dan Xu. The 
exhibit opens at Gallery@501 on November 6, 2025, and shows 
until December 20, 2025. 
 
For full details, please go to the Strathcona County Website. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

TOWARD 2035 INVITES COMMUNITIES OF FAITH TO 

A HOPE-FILLED, BOLDER FUTURE 
 

The General Council Executive (GCE) has approved Toward 2035 
(T2035), a new 10-year strategic direction guiding The United Church of 
Canada into its third generation. 
 
This whole-church vision anticipates The United Church of Canada by 
2035 as a denomination of inspired, resilient, and diverse communities embodying Christ's presence, 
connected coast-to-coast-to-coast, rural and urban, and growing increasingly multiracial, 
multigenerational, and intercultural. 
 
Read the full news story on the approval of the Toward 2035 strategic direction. 

 
[Image credit: The United Church of Canada] 
 
 

GIVING TUESDAY: STRENGTH FOR TODAY. HOPE FOR TOMORROW.   

Hurricane Melissa, a Category 5 storm, has left massive destruction in 
Cuba, Jamaica, and other places across the Caribbean; devastating homes 
and vital infrastructure. Our Mission and Service partners are currently 
providing immediate relief, including food, water, and shelter.  
 
This Giving Tuesday, your gift through Mission and Service helps provide 
both immediate survival aid and critical long-term support needed to 
rebuild homes, schools, and livelihoods, ensuring communities can move 
from survival to renewal. 
 

 
[Image credit: Pixabay] 
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https://www.strathcona.ca/council-county/news/news/2025/11/5/explore-landscapes-through-brush-ink-gallery501/
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=995013aaf8&e=091f65a902
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=0fa7ef329f&e=091f65a902


 

 
 

 
 

 

  

POSTURE OF A PORTER: MINI-DEVOTIONAL FOR ADVENT  

(a resource from our Growth Animator) 
Discover what an ancient monastic rule can teach us about welcoming 
newcomers with this mini devotional, available as a Word Doc or printable 
PDF booklet. This packet also comes with an accompanying art piece. Use 
any and all of this resource in your own spiritual practice, with a group 
(including leadership teams) or as part of worship (this includes the right to 
reproduce the artwork with accompanying credit: Aaron Miechkota, 2025).  
 

 

 

PREPARING FOR GUESTS WITH JOYFUL ANTICIPATION THIS ADVENT  

(a note from our Growth Animator)  
Advent is fast approaching! As we start to dust off decorations, and plan 
Christmas activities, it is the perfect time to consider how we can be 
fostering a culture of invitation in our churches. Just as we wait expectantly 
for the arrival of two weary travelers to Bethlehem, we can also prepare 
our own hearts to offer welcome to the stranger. 
 
Click here for some resources focused on cultivating invitation during the 
four weeks of Advent. 
 

 

NO ROOM AT THE INN CAMPAIGN 2025  

Every year the No Room in the Inn campaign raises money in support of a 
specific project of an Edmonton area organization that seeks to help those 
experiencing housing challenges. This year's campaign will focus on raising 
funds for WIN House! Details of the project and how you and your faith 
communities can get involved are available here on the Anglican Diocese 
website. Thank you for your ongoing support of this important initiative.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NORTHERN SPIRIT WEBSITE 

Northern Spirit has a website!  Go to  www.northernspiritrc.ca for more information.  
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https://northernspiritrc.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56d54c5fe027cfb46b9a0550e&id=90f6f516ad&e=fe7e8695a0
https://northernspiritrc.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56d54c5fe027cfb46b9a0550e&id=60873ff210&e=fe7e8695a0
https://northernspiritrc.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56d54c5fe027cfb46b9a0550e&id=60873ff210&e=fe7e8695a0
https://northernspiritrc.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56d54c5fe027cfb46b9a0550e&id=a86b306c4f&e=fe7e8695a0
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We worship with respect on land where people have lived, prayed, and held ceremonies 
since long before Canada was a nation.  This is Treaty Six Territory, and we affirm the 
traditional relationship of the Cree, Blackfoot, Déne, Assiniboine, Nakota and later the Métis 
people with this land, along with our ongoing treaty relationship with each other.  

 
*Salisbury United Church is a member of the Northern Spirit Regional Council and the United Church of Canada. 

 

 

WEEKLY CHURCH BULLETIN QR CODE 

We have posted a QR code on the door of the sanctuary. When you arrive for 
worship, you can scan the QR code on your cell phone and it will appear in your 
downloads for you to use.  We also e-mail our bulletin each week for those who 
prefer to print one at home and bring it with them. 
 

 

TODAY’S FUNNIES 

RECOGNITION OF LAND 

 

RECOGNITION OF MEMBERSHIP 



 

WELCOMING VISITORS TO SALISBURY UNITED CHURCH 

If you notice an unfamiliar face or have invited a visitor to 
Salisbury United Church during one of our worship services, 
would you kindly direct them to our “Welcome” information 
brochure (at left) or the Worship Service “Program Flow” insert 
(at right)?  Both are available on the table in the Narthex. 
 

Doing so will help all guests feel welcomed and included. Not only 
do these informative guides provide important information about 
the Church and our Worship Services, but it also gives us an 
opportunity to extend a heartfelt Welcome to all guests of 
Salisbury United Church. Thank you for your hospitality! 

 

Also, be sure to check out some of our other brochures, which have recently been updated. 
These include: “Wedding Ceremonies”, “Funeral & Memorial Services”, “Facility Rentals”, 
“Baptisms” and more to come… Keep your eye out for them in the Narthex! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

       
 
    
 
  

 
 

Salisbury United Church E-mail Addresses 

  

Church Office Administrator: 
salisburyuc@telus.net 

 
Rev. Britt’s email: 

revvedtoo@gmail.com 
 

 

 
Minister: 

Rev. Britt Aerhart 
 

Contact Us: 
2 Mission Street,  

Sherwood Park, T8A 0V3 
Church Office: 780-467-7310 

 
 

 
Music Coordinator:   
Lucienne Holzman 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Tuesday-Friday 

9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
 

 

 
Church Office  

Administrator: 
Brittany Pelletier 

mailto:salisburyuc@telus.net
mailto:revvedtoo@gmail.com

