
 

SOMETHING TO PONDER BY REV BRITT   

The news cycle is exhausting. We are all saying that every day to ourselves and to each other. And yet we can't 
help getting caught up in the chaos and uncertainty that piles insult on injury and makes us wonder whatever 
happened to basic human decency or the rule of law. Or perhaps not. Some of us may be saying that what we 
see happening at home and abroad is the best rule of law we have had for a long time. Or we may be saying that 
we don't need the rule of law, we need strong, aggressive leaders who are a law unto themselves. That is not my 
position as an ordained minister nor is it the position of The United Church or Canada, but I recognize that in our 
community there are a range of firm and opposing opinions. 
 

I was recently asked why I do not preach more strongly against the politics south of the Border. But then, you 
could ask me why I don't preach in support of that same politics. Both questions deserve an answer.  
 

My answer is that the church does not preach politics. The life of the church has to be centred on reading and 
interpreting the Scriptures as our starting point. So what I as an ordained minister am bound to try to do is to not 
turn the pulpit into a lectern for political stump speeches but to preach where the Law and the Gospels of 
scripture lead.  
 

When someone comes to me and praises or criticises a President or a Prime Minister, I want to know what in 
that leader is praiseworthy or not from the perspective of the Scriptures. On that basis, remembering Jesus' own 
arbitrary arrest and detention, I can be clear that there is nothing praiseworthy about arbitrary arrest and 
detention. Remembering Jesus’ statement that "what you do for the least of these, you do to me," I can be clear 
that adding to the numbers of people who go without food, shelter or medical assistance, or attacking people 
because of race, gender, sexual orientation, geographic origin or refugee status, is an injury to Christ every time 
it happens. I could say more, but this is not just my or the United Church perspective about how to relate to 
politics of power in the world around us, but is the basis of the whole Protestant Reformation from which we 
descend.  
 

Of course, it is possible to argue that the Bible counsels Christians to obey the government they have been given. 
And yes, you find that in two of the letters to the early church in the New Testament (Romans 13:1-12; 1 Peter 
2:13-14). You also find there advice for slaves to obey their masters and wives to obey their husbands.  
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And if you "cherry-pick" these verses you can come up with a whole downward ordering of society, from God to 
kings or government to husbands to wives to slaves, in that order. At one time, this idea of proper social ordering 
was summarized by the phrase, "the Divine Right of Kings". The argument over this idea of divine right did rather 
lead to a variety of theological upheavals and political revolutions, church cooperation with the institutions of 
slavery and kings, and producing what we now have as a parliamentary democracy. To be clear, reading a few 
verses and then declaring that they represent the whole Bible is the work of reading into the Bible what is 
convenient for someone’s personal benefit. It is still unfortunately happening today in the way religion is being 
used to justify naked politics of ambition, and our church tradition understands such a misuse of scripture is to 
be rejected. We Ministers, congregations and individuals are accountable for the ways in which we read and use 
scripture to misrepresent the way of Jesus, the Christ of God who we follow. 
 

The daily news is still exhausting and that is because it cannot lead you to God or to love of neighbor, and often 
leads you to the opposite. But then we shouldn't be reading or listening to the news to find meaning or direction 
for our lives. That is why the BIble is placed in front of the congregation, that we may find in it the wisdom we 
need to live rightly and well in a world that has always been upsetting and confusing. 
 

    

UPCOMING DATES:   

➢ February 1st – Tax Receipts Available, after worship with remaining to 
be mailed 

➢ February 2nd-5th – Rev. Britt leading retreat for Southern Alberta Clergy 
➢ February 8th – Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers (Lower Hall), 1:30pm  
➢ February 11th – Board Meeting, 3:30pm 

➢ February 15th – Pancake Brunch, after worship 
➢ February 18th – Lent Begins 
➢ March 26th-27th – Bottle Drive, 10am-3pm 

➢ March 29th – Palm Sunday 
➢ April 2nd – Maundy Thursday, TBA 

➢ April 3rd – Good Friday, 7pm 

➢ April 5th – Easter Sunday 
➢ April 30th-May 1st – Garage Sale 
➢ May 16th-17th – Rev. Britt’s Convocation in Austin, Texas 
➢ May 24th (tentative) – Congregational Meeting 

 

LUNCH BAG FOOD DRIVE A SUCCESS!  

Salisbury’s lunch bag food drive for the Sunday lunch program 
organized by the Inner City Pastoral Ministry (ICPM) and 
operated out of the Bissell Centre was a success. The food 
items we collected filled 150 lunch bags for the program. A 
group of church volunteers got together Friday, January 23rd to 
assemble the lunch bags and what a well-ran operation it was! 
Thank you to all your generous donations to fill the bags and to 
those who helped assemble and deliver the bagged lunches! 
Without you this would not have been possible.  



 

ENTERTAINMENT AFTERNOON AT SALISBURY – FEBRUARY 8TH   

A new and exciting upcoming afternoon of entertainment is planned for Sunday, 
February 8th at 1:30pm in the sanctuary (NOT the lower hall as previously announced). 
The featured entertainment will be the Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers Association. 
Admission is by free will donation. Refreshments will be provided.  
 

 

DOCTORAL STUDIES UPDATE   

Rev. Britt is a month and a half away from her doctoral thesis deadline. 
She is happy to report that she is well on her way to finishing it. Rev. Britt 
is about to begin the test study portion of her thesis, and thanks the 
Meditation Circle for agreeing to be the testers of the compassion-
oriented reading strategy she has developed for the Bible.  

 

Once she has her thesis submitted by March 15th, she will have an oral review with at least two faculty 
members, one of which is her thesis advisor. All being well, she will attend the convocation ceremony on 
May 16-17 in Austin, Texas. 
 

Before then, she will have a presentation opportunity for the congregation to learn about her thesis 
conclusions. 

  

“RAISING THE ROOF” – ROOF FUNDRAISER UPDATE  

Incredible news!! Our Roof Fundraiser, “Raising the Roof”, has not only 

met our initial goal of $20,000 but has exceeded it by over $3,600 for a 

total of $23,650 raised so far! With a winter discount from the roofing 

company, we anticipate the project to come in just under $36,000 

(excluding GST). With the funds raised this month added to an anonymous 

$10,000 donation for the roof, gifted in 2024 and held in a GIC, we have 

nearly raised enough to cover the full replacement cost of the roof. What 

an amazing testament to the generosity of our church family!  
 

Thank you, thank you, THANK YOU! 

 

INTERFAITH FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE INVITATION 

The Interfaith Friendship Circle in Strathcona County invites you to 
“Finding Hope and Building Interfaith Community in a Time of Turmoil”, 
hosted on Sunday, February 8th from 2-4pm in County Building Room 2.  
 
This free event is all about coming together, sharing stories and building a 
supportive community during challenging times. Questions? Email 
Interfaith.Friendship.Circle@gmail.com for details.  
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PANCAKE BRUNCH - SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15TH  

The Hospitality and Fellowship Committee is busy planning this year’s 
Pancake Brunch, which will be held Sunday, February 15th, after worship. 
Before Lent begins, we enjoy the sweet flavours of this annual breakfast as 
well as each other’s company.  Please join us after worship on the 15th. This 
pancake meal is by free-will donation, with all proceeds donated going to 
church upgrades.  
All are welcome! So, please invite your friends, family, neighbors, etc. 

 
 
 

LENT IS COMING!!  

The season of Lent is almost here. It begins on Ash Wednesday, 
February 18th.  We will keep you posted about any activities or 
plans suggested for you to keep Lent in a good way this year.  
Stay tuned. 
 

 

BOTTLE DRIVE – MARCH 26TH & 27TH from 10am-3pm 

Time to save your bottles! Our next bottle drive will take place at the church parking 
lot on Thursday, March 26th and Friday, March 27th from 10am-3pm both days. Part 
of the proceeds will go to Hope for Strathcona, a local charity that provides 

housing and support to those addicted to alcohol and half will be donated to the 
Church general funds. Be sure to watch for more announcements and posters with 

information to share in the coming weeks.  

 

STRATHCONA COUNTY HOUSING RIGHTS ACTION GROUP 

Strathcona County Housing Rights Action Group is a 
collective of Strathcona County residents coming together 
in solidarity with those experiencing housing insecurity or 
in need of temporary shelter. Interested in joining? 
Contact SChousingrighsactiongroup@gmail.com for more 
information or to join this grassroots group. 

 

MEDITATION CIRCLE – WEDNESDAYS @ 10am   

Join Rev. Britt in-person each Wednesday at 10am for Mediation Circle in the Church’s 
Meditation Room and also now online!  Details and updates on meditation circle will 
be posted on our website under the “Weekly Meditation Circle” section on the main 
page. Thank you to the Meditation Circle for being the test group for Rev. Britt’s final 
research for her D. Min. thesis! 
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LAY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS, DOOR GREETERS & COFFEE SET-UP HELPERS NEEDED 

Each week we are looking for help from volunteers as lay worship assistants,  
door greeters, and help with setting-up before worship, for coffee. Please check the  
sign-up sheet in the church lobby (narthex) each week, or call the church office to sign up! 
 
 

FINANCE CORNER - Update as of January 2026 
 

Financial results for the first couple months of 2026 shows both 
an increase in income and expenses as compared to our budget. 
While the current deficit may look discouraging, it is important to 
remember that this is due to two rather large and planned 
property expenses in January: the fire alarm panel replacement 
($12,378) and the roof replacement ($35,990). With the generous donations made during our roof 
fundraiser and funds from our maturing GIC, we expect to see net income increase in the coming weeks.  

 
Remember, if you donate through PAR (pre-authorized remittance), please review your monthly 
contributions for the new year to ensure we keep ahead of inflation and increased Property expenses.  
Contact the church office with any revisions. 
 
 

As we begin a new year in the life of Salisbury United Church, 
thank you for your continued financial support. 

 

If you need any help with giving envelopes – new supply, pick-up, etc. – or other giving options (monthly 
giving through PAR, e-transfer or donating online through Canada Helps on the Salisbury Website), 
please contact: Brittany at the Church Office.  Phone: 780-467-7310     E-Mail: salisburyuc@telus.net 

 
 
 

 
Thank you for your support of Salisbury United Church and congratulations 

for helping your church to meet ongoing ministry obligations. 
 

 

 

 

                                                               TO DONATE ON-LINE WITH CANADA HELPS 

 
  

We are now set up to accept Interac ETransfers.  If you are familiar with Etransfers,  
just use our email address salisburyuc@telus.net to send your donation.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 ACTUAL BUDGET 
Income: $37,571.00 $20,125.10 

Expense: $66,518.70 $33,135.70 

 ($28,947.70) ($13,010.60) 

                    

mailto:salisburyuc@telus.net
mailto:salisburyuc@telus.net
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SHERWOOD PARK UNITED CHURCH:  
 

SENIOR’S GROUP VALENTINE’S SOCIAL – Saturday, 

February 14th at 5pm  

Come and join us for a fun evening which includes dinner at 5pm, followed by 
music by the “Off Ramp Boys” at 6:30pm. Supper catered by Swiss Chalet. 
Coffee, tea and punch will also be provided. Gluten free options will be 
available. You’re sure to be clapping along, tapping you toes or dancing to 
this honky-tonk style group while they play a variety of old and new country, bluegrass, some rock 
(mostly old) and Canadian fiddle tunes. Tickets are $30.00 each and will be available after church. 
 

STAGE EATERS THEATRE PRESENTS 

“MATILDA, THE MUSICAL” 

The group of young people that practice in the Memorial 

Hall are actually a local theatre group. They are presenting 

their play “Matilda, the Musical” at the Shell Theatre on 

Friday, February 6th and Saturday, February 7th.  

Click HERE for more information.  
 

For Additional Events and Connections with Sherwood Park United Church, 
please access their most recent Newsletter HERE. 

 
   

 
 

COUNTY INVESTS OVER $1.2 MILLION TO SUPPORT 

LOCAL SOCIAL-SECTOR NON-PROFITS  

(Source: Strathcona.ca) 

To support non-profit organizations in meeting social service needs in 
Strathcona County, Council has approved 16 grant recipients of the 
2026 Social Framework Community Grant program. The Social 
Framework Grants foster collaboration, learning, creativity and 
innovation among non-profits, empowering them to address 
community needs effectively and drive positive change in Strathcona County.  
 

 Allocated through an annual process, this grant program offers two funding streams: 
 

1. Core Funding (over 1-3 years) toward prevention and early intervention support for social needs. 
2. Collaboration Funding (over 1 year) for cross-sector partnerships to address community-wide 

social issues. 
 
For full details on Core and Collaboration Funding granted, please go to the Strathcona County Website. 

STRATHCONA COUNTY NEWS 
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH RESOURCES AVAILABLE YEAR-ROUND 

February is Black History (African Heritage) Month, officially recognized in 
Canada since 1996. It is a time to highlight the histories, contributions, 
and lived realities of people of African descent, and to reflect on the 
ongoing impacts of anti-Black racism. 
 

Communities of faith may draw on worship resources, reflections, and 
educational materials, including Here from the Beginning, a United Church 
exhibition celebrating Black voices and experiences. Communities might 
also explore the United Church’s commitment to the United Nations 
Second International Decade for People of African Descent (2025–2034). 
 
While February offers a focused moment, this work continues year-round 
through ongoing opportunities for learning, worship, and action. Read the full news story here. 

 

BRUCE MCLEOD, 25TH MODERATOR OF THE UNITED 

CHURCH OF CANADA, DIES AT AGE 96  

The Very Rev. Dr. Norman Bruce McLeod, 25th Moderator of The United 
Church of Canada, passed away on January 13, 2026, at age 96 in 
Orangeville, Ontario. He is remembered for his leadership from 1972–1974, 
his advocacy for human rights, and his dedication to inter-faith dialogue. 
McLeod served numerous churches in Ontario and was known for his 
contributions to Broadview Magazine and the Toronto Star. 

 

Our deepest condolences to his wife, the Rev. Joyce Kelly, his children, and the Westminster United 
Church community. 
 

The Rev. Dr. McLeod's funeral service will be held at Westminster United Church (247 Broadway, 
Orangeville, ON, L9W 1K6) on Sunday, February 1. The time for gathering will begin at 2:00 p.m. (ET) 
with music and photos. A reception will follow in the lower hall. The service will be livestreamed on 
Westminster's YouTube page. 

 

WORDS OF HOPE, IN THE FACE OF FEAR 

I am alarmed by the escalation of the ICE raids and violence in the US, and 
the killing of Renee Good. The president of the United States is intensifying 
his fight against his enemies: Democrats and anyone else who opposes him, 
even people in his own party who try to limit his power. Our temptation is to 
retreat to fear, to hide, or to become what he wants us to be—his 
adversary—and to fight. Fight, flight, freeze, or fawn. 
 
(continued…) 
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The Christian response is to love. Read 1 Corinthians 13 and you will be reminded that love is not weak 
(it endures all things) and neither is it arrogant or resentful. Love stands in the place of hatred and is not 
moved. Love defends those suffering and welcomes them in.  
 

As Christians, our call is to a path of peace.  
 

We need to deepen our faith to meet the needs of this day—to learn spiritual practices, and the tools of 
peaceful resistance, and be ready to use them. We need to fill ourselves not with hate or fear, but with 
the love of Jesus, because this is the path of peace and healing to share with a divided world.  
 

In this Epiphany season, we celebrate the coming of God’s light in Jesus: “the sunrise shall visit us from 
on high to give light to those who sit in darkness and, in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the 
way of peace.”  
 

Guide our feet, Lord, we pray.  
 

—The Right Rev. Dr. Kimberly Heath is Moderator of The United Church of Canada 
 

For this blog and more visit Round the Table. 
 

JOIN THE LENTEN STUDY FOR BLESS, BREAK, SHARE 

Kris Lyka is looking for a few people from the congregation to come together for a six-week Lenten 
study using the United Church’s new devotional Bless, Break, Share. Explore themes of food, hunger, 
and justice through reflective discussions every Tuesday from 2:00-
3:00 p.m. ET, February 24 - March 31, 2026. 
 

Session Dates: 
 

• Feb 24: The Table of Invitation 

• Mar 3: The Table of Longing 

• Mar 10: The Table of Blessing 

• Mar 17: The Broken Table 

• Mar 24: The Table of Justice 

• Mar 31: The Table of Solidarity 
 

Receive a 15% discount on the book and get PDF readings 
included. 
 

Please contact the church office if you are interested.  
 
 

 
 

 

  

SAVE THE DATE: WUC CHINOOK WINDS AND NORTHERN SPIRIT 

CONFERENCE AND AGM, APRIL 9 - 11, 2026, EDMONTON AB 

Providence Renewal Centre, Edmonton, Alberta. Theme: Justice and Hope. Interesting speakers are 
being finalized. Watch for the poster and registration form which will be out soon. 
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REGIONAL CONNECTION EVENT, APRIL 25 AND 26, GRANDE PRAIRIE 

The Regional Council is travelling to you! The weekend of April 25 and 26, all of Northern Spirit is invited 
to join us in Grande Prairie for a time of connection, learning, and worshipping. More details will follow 
as planning continues - check our website later this week! (Future connection events are also in 
planning, for those not neighbouring Grande Prairie or those who can’t attend in April.) We look forward 
to gathering this Spring! 
 

LENTEN PRAYER MEETINGS 

Come together, let us pray. Every Sunday during Lent come let us gather to 
pray. Each prayer meeting starts at 4:00 p.m. Mountain Time. ALL ARE 
INVITED. Everyone in the Edmonton area is invited to join in-person: all 
prayer meeting locations are listed on our website. For all our communities 
not in the Edmonton area, we invite you to join us in one of two ways: over 
Zoom (connection info on our website); or by gathering to pray in your own 
community at the same time, joining your prayers and spirits to ours. The prayers of the people of God 
are powerful and effective.  (James 2:16, paraphrased). Full details. 
 

NORTHERN SPIRIT WEBSITE 

Northern Spirit has a website!  Go to  www.northernspiritrc.ca for more information.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We worship with respect on land where people have lived, prayed, and held ceremonies 
since long before Canada was a nation.  This is Treaty Six Territory, and we affirm the 
traditional relationship of the Cree, Blackfoot, Déne, Assiniboine, Nakota and later the Métis 
people with this land, along with our ongoing treaty relationship with each other.  

TODAY’S FUNNIES 

RECOGNITION OF LAND 
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*Salisbury United Church is a member of the Northern Spirit Regional Council and the United Church of Canada. 

 

 

WEEKLY CHURCH BULLETIN QR CODE 

We have posted a QR code on the door of the sanctuary. When you arrive for 
worship, you can scan the QR code on your cell phone and it will appear in your 
downloads for you to use.  We also e-mail our bulletin each week for those who 
prefer to print one at home and bring it with them. 
 

 

WELCOMING VISITORS TO SALISBURY UNITED CHURCH 

If you notice an unfamiliar face or have invited a visitor to 
Salisbury United Church during one of our worship services, 
would you kindly direct them to our “Welcome” information 
brochure (at left) or the Worship Service “Program Flow” insert 
(at right)?  Both are available on the table in the Narthex. 
 

Doing so will help all guests feel welcomed and included. Not only 
do these informative guides provide important information about 
the Church and our Worship Services, but it also gives us an 
opportunity to extend a heartfelt Welcome to all guests of 
Salisbury United Church. Thank you for your hospitality! 

 

Also, be sure to check out some of our other brochures, which have recently been updated. 
These include: “Wedding Ceremonies”, “Funeral & Memorial Services”, “Facility Rentals”, 
“Baptisms” and more to come… Keep your eye out for them in the Narthex! 
 

 

RECOGNITION OF MEMBERSHIP 



 

 
 
 
 

       
 
    
 
  

 
 

Salisbury United Church E-mail Addresses 

  

Church Office Administrator: 
salisburyuc@telus.net 

 
Rev. Britt’s email: 

revvedtoo@gmail.com 
 

 

 
Minister: 

Rev. Britt Aerhart 
 

Contact Us: 
2 Mission Street,  

Sherwood Park, T8A 0V3 
Church Office: 780-467-7310 

 
 

 
Music Coordinator:   
Lucienne Holzman 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Tuesday-Friday 

9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
 

 

 
Church Office  

Administrator: 
Brittany Pelletier 
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