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Welcome & Announcements

Salisbury United Church
February 8, 2026
Welcome to Worship!

Acknowledgement of Territory

Hymn Medley:
Open Our Hearts; #21MV

Open our hearts, open our minds.
Open our lives to you O loving God. (2X)

Open our hearts.

Many and Great, O God, Are Your Works: #308VU

Many and great, O God, are your works,

Maker of earth and sky.

Your hands have set the heavens with stars,

your fingers spread the mountains and plains.

Lo, at your word the waters were formed; deep seas obey your voice.

Grant unto us communion with you,

O star abiding one.

Come unto us and dwell with us,

with you are found the gifts of life.

Bless us with life that has no end, eternal life with you.

Praise to the Lord; #835VU, Psalm 113

Praise to the Lord, all of you God’s Servants.

Blessed be the name of our God, now and ever.

From the rising up of the sun may the Lord be praised,
praise to the name of the Lord!

There is none like our God, in the heavens, or on earth,
who lifts the poor from the dust,

seating them with the mighty,

who stoops to raise the weak and low,

may the Lord be praised, praise to the name of the Lord!

Call To Prayer: (remain standing)

Just as sunrise breaks out along the far horizon each day,

So God’s grace, mercy and justice shine forth.

We gather, with devotion and doubt, with weariness and wonder;
trusting that God’s peace and love are present here.

Come and worship as you are, knowing you are loved.

We come, rejoicing, to praise God’s holy name.

(Source: Presbyterian Church in Canada, Worship Planner, Fifth
Sunday after Epiphany PWSD Sunday, February 8, 2026, Year A)

Welcoming Each Other In:
(We greet each other with open hands of hospitality before sitting down)

Welcoming the Light of Christ:

Let us proclaim the welcoming presence of the light of Christ together:
The light of Christ is with us, between us and all around us.

Thanks be to God.
(The Christ Candle is lit) 0

A Pause to Rest in Peace: (A time of silence)

May the peace of Christ be with you all! .
And also with you!

Opening Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer:

Holy One, Light of the world,

Ancient of Days in whom we live and trust and hope,

at the beginning of creation, you called order out of chaos
and formed the sun and moon and stars to shine in the darkness
and to lighten the way.

And you call us and give us a purpose and vocation

and you strengthen us to follow you.

So turn us now from our ways of chaos and disintegration
to follow your ways of justice, wisdom and grace

through Christ Jesus,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

we pray together, saying, ...

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever, amen.

heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be
called great in the kingdom of heaven.

For | tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not
enter the kingdom of heaven.

All: Acclamation

This is the Word of God.
Herein lies wisdom. Thanks be to God!

(Source: Presbyterian Church in Canada, Worship Planner, Fifth
Sunday after Epiphany PWSD Sunday, February 8, 2026, Year A)

Hymn: Seek Ye First the Kingdom #356VU

Seek ye first the kingdom of God Salisbury Singers: Jesus Saw Them Fishing; #MV113

and God'’s righteousness,
and all theses things shall be added unto you.
Hallelu, hallelujah.

Ask and it shall be given unto you;

seek and ye shall find;

knock and the door shall be opened unto you.
Hallelu, hallelujah.

We do not live by bread alone,

but by every word

that proceeds from the mouth of God.
Hallelu, hallelujah.

Scripture Reading: Matthew 5:13-20 (NIV)%

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how
can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except
to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in
the house.

In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

“Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; | have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For
truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear
from the Law until everything is accomplished.

Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands
and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of

And Jesus said, “Oh, come and follow me.
Oh, leave behind your nets. I call you.

Oh, come and fish with me,

and your life will never be the same again.”

Responsive Scripture Reading: Psalm 112:1-9, pg. 141, Everyday
Psalms

Those who trust God’s wisdom,

and who are willing to learn God’s ways,

will never be ground down by their problems.

They will refer to their children with pride;

they will receive respect from all.

Their influence will extend far beyond their own circles.
In trials and tribulations, God will give them help —
but not before they require it,

or they might rely on themselves instead of God.

In return, God expects them to share their skills and talents
generously, to treat everyone fairly,

to lighten the loads of sufferers.

Because they know who and what they are,

their heads are not turned by every trend and fad.

They are not broken by bad news.

Misfortune does not destroy them,

for they weigh their worth by other scales.

Whatever they have, they use for the common good;

when they die, they are remembered with gratitude.

All: Acclamation

May this reading be a lamp to our feet,
And a light to our path.




Meditation/Sermon: Rev. Britt Aerhart and for places struggling to recover after flooding,
drought, storm or unrest.
Hymn: Could it be that God is singing; #117TLUS

Could it be that God is singing and these notes are my reply

to the God light warm within me, joining earth and sea and sky?
Surely mercy has a cadence | can feel it in my soul!

Surely justice builds a chorus, making all God’s children whole!

(Keep silence)

We pray for refugees and political prisoners,
for children who must work instead of going to school
and for parents who long to give their children a better life.

Have you carried heavy silence, have you let old sorrows win,

or proclaimed psalms of forgiveness, but not offered them within?
Oh, the Spirit, she was singing, even when we could not hear Sustain each of these people with your hope

her abundant streams of living, waiting for us to come near. that their needs can be fulfilled and rights restored.

Empower us to use our resources to do what we can for them,
and give strength and courage to advocates and aid workers
who bring hope to birth in many places.

(Keep silence)

Hallelujah for my Jesus, for his life’s surprising course!
May I, too, live bold resistance to injustice, hate, and force.
Surely peace, it has a cadence, asking all of what we bring!

And if music is God breathing, take a holy breath and sing! We pray for all who need your healing touch, Lord:
. . for people who are confused or afraid,
Recognition of Offering: for those in hospitals and nursing homes and those who care for

In glad thanksgiving for your goodness and all the
blessings we know in this life, we pray your blessing
on us and these gifts that we and them may be
used for the building up of your reign in the world. In
the strong name of Jesus, we pray, amen.

them, for all who are dealing with long-term disability, mental iliness,
long Covid and the many ilinesses circulating this winter,

and for those who have encountered loss through the death of a
beloved, change in circumstance or disappointed hopes.

(Keep silence for personal prayer)
(Source: Presbyterian Church in Canada, Worship

Planner, Fifth Sunday after Epiphany PWSD .
Sunday, February 8, 2026, Year A) Compassionate God,

surround each one with your peace and comfort
Prayers for the Journey: so that hope for healing will be renewed each day.

God of justice and righteousness,

thank you for the gift of your son Jesus Christ
who came to live out your love in this world.
Thank you for his words and deeds

that challenge and guide us today.

Make us salt and light for the world,

not by presuming we know best how to fix others

but as compassionate and caring neighbours, unafraid to reach out.
Encourage us with your grace and inspire us by your Holy Spirit,
for you are always with us.

We pray for those who need your tender compassion, O God:
For those who sleep on the cold streets,

those who do not have enoth to eat, . . (Source: Presbyterian Church in Canada, Worship Planner, Fifth
and those who worry about how to make ends meet for their families. Sunday after Epiphany PWSD Sunday, February 8, 2026, Year A)

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

(Keep silence) We Pause to Dwell in the Light of Christ Together:

May the light of Christ be with you all.
And also with you!
May the light of Christ be with those we love.

We pray for all those facing violence,
in their homes or communities,
for nations engulfed in conflict



May it be so!

May the light of Christ be with those we do not know well.

May it be so!

May the light of Christ be with those we do not get along with.

May it be so!

May the light of Christ be with the earth and all creatures in creation.
May it be so!

(the light is extinguished)

The light moves now toward all four directions of the world.
May all God’s people dwell in the light of God’s
kindness and love.

Amen!

Hymn: As a Fire Is Meant for Burning; #578VU (Tune: #559VU)

As a fire is meant for burning with a bright and warming flame,
so the church is meant for mission, giving glory to God’s name.
Not to preach our creeds or customs, but to build a bridge of care,
we join hands across the nations, finding neighbours everywhere.

We are learners; we are teachers; we are pilgrims on the way.
We are seekers; we are givers; we are vessels made of clay.
By our gentle, loving actions, we would show that Christ is light.
In a humble, listening Spirit, we would live to God’s delight.

As a green bud in the springtime is a sign of life renewed,

so may we be signs of oneness mid earth’s peoples, many-hued.
As a rainbow lights the heavens when a storm is past and gone,
may our lives reflect the radiance of God’s new and glorious dawn.

Blessing:
Go in faith to be salt of the earth and light for the
world in Jesus’ name.
May God'’s love restore you.
May Christ’s teaching inspire you.
May the Holy Spirit equip you to serve in a world
that is longing to be
blessed by God, holy One and holy Three.
Amen.

(Source: Presbyterian Church in Canada, Worship Planner, Fifth
Sunday after Epiphany PWSD Sunday, February 8, 2026, Year A)

Sung Blessing: May the Love of the Lord; #218MV

May the love of our God, rest upon your soul,
May God'’s love dwell in you throughout every day.

Amen, Amen, Amen Amen, Amen, Amen.
Amen, Amen, Amen Amen, Amen, Amen.
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH

“RAISING THE ROOF” - ROOF FUNDRAISER UPDATE

Incredible news!! Our Roof Fundraiser, “Raising the
Roof”, has not only met our initial goal of $20,000
but has exceeded it by over $4,300 for a total of
$24,350 raised so far! With a winter discount from
the roofing company, we anticipate the project to
come in just under $36,000 (excluding GST). With the
funds raised this month added to previous donations toward the roof that have
been held in a GIC, we have nearly raised enough to cover the full replacement
cost of the roof. What an amazing testament to the generosity of our church
family! Thank you, thank you, THANK YOU!

AN AFTERNOON OF ENTERTAINMENT AT SALISBURY

Please join us for an exciting afternoon of entertainment at
s Salisbury THIS Sunday, February 8th at 1:30pm in the sanctuary
A The featured entertainment will be the Wild Rose Old Tyme

= Fiddlers Association. Admission is by free will donation.
Refreshments will be provided. Be sure to invite your friends,
family & neighbours!




TAX RECEIPTS STILL AVAILABLE THIS SUNDAY

If you’ve missed picking up your tax receipts over the past couple

weeks, good news... receipts will still be available this Sunday
before and after worship. Any receipts not picked up in-person
will be mailed out by the end of February.

PANCAKE BRUNCH - SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15TH

The Hospitality and Fellowship Committee is busy planning
this year’s Pancake Brunch, which will be held Sunday,
February 15th, after worship. Before Lent begins, we enjoy
the sweet flavours of this annual breakfast as well as each
other’s company. Please join us after worship on the 15th.
This pancake meal is by free-will donation, with all proceeds
donated going to church upgrades. All are welcome! So,

please invite your friends, family, neighbors, etc.

MEDITATION CIRCLE - EVERY WEDNESDAY @ 10AM

Meditation Circle, held Wednesdays at 10am, continues in-person
in the church meditation room and online! Find details on our

Ir.S

- section on the main page.

LOOKING FOR HELP SUNDAY MORNINGS

If you’re able to help Sundays at 10:00am, to set up a few
tables & chairs in the auditorium, it would be greatly

appreciated.

= - website (salisburyunited.ca) under the “Weekly Meditation Circle”

Finance Corner

Update for January 2026
ACTUAL BUDGET
Income: $37,571.00 $20,125.10
Expense: $66,518.70 $33,135.70
(528,947.70) (513,010.60)

Financial results for the first couple months of 2026 shows both an increase in income
and expenses as compared to our budget. While the current deficit may look
discouraging, it is important to remember that this is due to two rather large and
planned property expenses in January: the fire alarm panel replacement ($12,378)
and the roof replacement ($35,990). With the generous donations made during our
roof fundraiser and funds from our maturing GIC, we expect to see net income
increase in the coming weeks.

Remember, if you donate through PAR (pre-authorized remittance), please review
your monthly contributions for the new year to ensure we keep ahead of inflation
and increased Property expenses. Contact the church office with any revisions.

As we begin a new year in the life of Salisbury United Church,
thank you for your continued financial support.

If you need any help with giving envelopes — new supply, pick-up, etc. — or other
giving options (monthly giving through PAR, e-transfer or donating online through
Canada Helps on the Salisbury Website), please contact: Brittany at the Church Office.

Phone: 780-467-7310



