
Salisbury United Church 
January 11, 2026 

Baptism Renewal Sunday 
Welcome to Worship!  

 

 
 

Welcome & Announcements  
 

Acknowledgement of Territory  
 

Hymn Medley: 

Open Our Hearts; #21MV 

Open our hearts, open our minds.  
Open our lives to you O loving God. (2X) 
 
Open our hearts. 
 

Crashing Waters at Creation; #449VU (tune: #442VU) 

Crashing waters at creation,  
ordered by the Spirit’s breath, 
first to witness day’s beginning 
from the brightness of night’s death. 
Parting water stood and trembled 
as the captives passed on through, 
washing off the chains of bondage –  
channel to a life made new. 
 
Cleansing water once at Jordan 
closed around the one foretold, 
opened to reveal the glory 
ever new and ever old. 
Living water, never ending, 
quench the thirst and flood the soul. 
Wellspring, Source of life eternal, 
drench our dryness, make us whole. 
 

Like a Healing Stream; #144MV, vv. 1, 3 & 4 

Like a healing stream in a barren desert,  
Spirit water bringing life to dusty earth. 
God is trickling through our lives as in a dream unfolding, 
promising revival and rebirth... like a healing stream. 
 
(continued…) 

Like a river strong with a restless current, 
Spirit water rushing on to distant shore, 
God is carving out a channel in a new direction, 
calling for an end to hate and war…like a river strong. 
 
Like a mighty sea reaching far horizons,  
Spirit water with a love both deep and wide, 
God is working in our hearts to shape a new tomorrow, 
God will always challenge and provide! 
Like a mighty sea, like a river strong, 
like a healing stream.  
 

Call To Prayer: (remain standing)  

Water flows. 
The Spirit is poured out. 
Jesus is anointed. 
The people are given new purpose. 
We remember that we too are God’s beloved children. 
As it was for Jesus, so it is for us. 
The water flows. 
The Spirit is poured out. 
Thanks be to God. 
Amen. 
 

Welcoming Each Other In:  

(We greet each other with open hands of hospitality before sitting down) 
 

Welcoming the Light of Christ:  

Let us proclaim the welcoming presence of the light of Christ together: 
The light of Christ is with us, between us and all around us. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

(The Christ Candle is lit) 

 

Hymn: A Little Child the Saviour Came; #445VU and #348VU, combined 
and adapted verses (a combination of 2 hymns written to the same tune) 

A little child the saviour came, 
the mighty God was still his name, 
and angels worshipped as he lay, 
the helpless infant of the day. 
 
(continued…) 
 



God sent no angel to this place, 
of higher or of lower place, 
but wore the robe of human frame, 
and freely to this lost world came. 
 
For us he was baptized and bore 
the Spirit’s blessing evermore. 
For us he journeyed to the cross, 
his love poured out at dearest cost. 
 
O God who by an infant’s tongue, 
can hear your perfect glory sung. 
May we with all the heavenly throng, 
praise you Creator, Spirit, Son. 
 

A Pause to Rest in Peace: (A time of silence)  

May the peace of Christ be with you all! 
And also with you! 

 

Opening Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer:  

Holy God, in the wilderness of the world we show up, summoned to 
gather around your ever-flowing love. We who were baptized too long 
ago to recall, we who were baptized more recently and remember, 
and we who have yet to be baptized, are all drawn together by the 
prophet’s call to repent and believe in the good news. Help us to 
consider what this summons means for our lives today, and help us 
respond.  
 
In Jesus’ name we pray, saying, … 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever, amen.  

 
 

 

Scripture Reading:  Matthew 13:1-6, 13-16  

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.” 
John is the one who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah. 
There is a voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

“Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him.” 

 
John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt 
around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 
People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the 
whole region of the Jordan. 
Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan 
River…. 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by 
John. But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized 
by you, and do you come to me?” 
Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then John consented. 
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At 
that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. 
A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am 
well pleased.” 
 
(Pause before reading the following scripture acclamation.) 
 
All: Acclamation 
This is the Word of God.  
Herein lies wisdom. Thanks be to God! 
 

Salisbury Singers: Give me a name                         

Give me a path beyond the past  
to venture forth at peace at last; 
God, help me trust your ceaseless claim:  
just as I am, I bear your name. 
 

Responsive Reading: “A Song of Faith”, A statement of faith of The 
United Church of Canada 

To point to the presence of the holy in the world, the church receives, 
consecrates and shares visible signs of the grace of God.  



We practise two sacraments: baptism and holy communion, 
which point beyond themselves to God and God's love. 
Before conscious thought or action on our part,  
we are born into the brokenness of the world. 
Before conscious thought or action on our part,  
we are surrounded by God's redeeming love. 
Baptism by water in the name of the Holy 
Trinity is the means by which we are 
received, at any age, into the covenanted 
community of the church. 
Water poured out on the human head 
speaks of our rebirth in faith, the 
ongoing transforming power of God's 
love and forgiveness, our grateful 
response to that grace. 
Water is the sign and seal of God's great 
love for us, of our renewal in faith and 
hope, and of our potential to live lives of ongoing transformation. 
 
(The water is poured into the font) 
 
Let all God's people say amen. 
Amen! 
 

Sermon/Dialogue: Rev. Britt Aerhart 
 

Hymn: I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say; #626VU 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest; 
lay down, O weary one, lay down your head upon my breast.” 
I came to Jesus as I was, weary and worn and sad; 
I found in him a resting place, and he has made me glad. 
 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give 
the living water; thirsty one, stoop down, and drink, and live.” 
I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream; 
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in him. 
 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s light; 
look unto me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.” 
I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my star, my sun; 
and in that light of life I’ll walk till travelling days are done. 
 

 

 

Recognition of Offering: 

Yesterday, we received with gratitude. 
The gifts of today, we receive with gratitude. 
Tomorrow, we again will receive with gratitude in our hearts. 
Yesterday, we gave as followers of Jesus. 
Today, we give as followers of Jesus. 
Tomorrow, we again will give as Jesus’ disciples. 
May it be so. 
Amen. 
  

(Source: Written by Bill Perry. Gathering, Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 
2025/2026, page 45. Used with permission.) 

 
 

Prayers for the Journey: 

Celebrating the coming of the One who brings the reign of God to all 
people, let us pray for the world God loves, the Church God calls, and 
all people according to their needs, saying, 
 
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of light and darkness, 
through water and Word 
you shine your light into the darkness of our lives. 
We give thanks for this incredible gift. 
 
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of love and hate, 
your love comes in spite of our animosity; 
you bring reconciliation to those who are divided. 
We pray for better relations between nations,  
between the Canadian nations and Indigenous people,  
as well as within Canada between regions and local communities.  
Strengthen us to be peacemakers. 
 
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of hope and fear, 
you walk with us through the challenges which surround us. 
Wash away our anxiety by your promised presence, 
and set us free from despair. 



Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of church and world, 
in baptism Jesus united himself with our world, 
showing his desire to bring your reign into being. 
Keep us from seeing your love as a hiding place. 
Motivate us to infuse the world with your justice. 
 
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of health and illness, 
there is nothing that separates us from your love. 
Inspire us to bring your health to the sick, 
your encouragement to the discouraged, 
your promise to the dying, 
especially those we name before you now. 
 
[Long pause] 
 
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of life and death, 
all that exists is from you, and for you. 
Enable us to trust your love which is poured out over us like deep 
water, so that we may serve in this hurting world. 
 
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
 
God who shines in the darkness, 
receive these prayers and the prayers of our hearts, 
in the name of the one who is your light, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

(Source: Written by Rick Pryce, and posted on Rick Pryce. http://rickpryce.wordpress.com/) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 We Pause to Dwell in the Light of Christ Together:  

May the light of Christ be with you all. 
And also with you! 
May the light of Christ be with those we love. 
May it be so! 
May the light of Christ be with those we do not know well. 
May it be so! 
May the light of Christ be with those we do not get along with. 
May it be so! 
May the light of Christ be with the earth and all creatures in creation. 
May it be so! 
 
(the light is extinguished) 
 
The light moves now toward all four directions of the world. 
May all God’s people dwell in the light of God’s kindness and love. 
Amen! 
 

Hymn: I Love to Tell the Story; #343VU 

I love to tell the story of unseen things above, 
of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love. 
I love to tell the story, because I know ‘tis true; 
it satisfies my longings as nothing else can do. 
 
I love to tell the story, ‘twill be my theme in glory, 
to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love. 
 
I love to tell the story; more wonderful it seems  
than all the golden fancies of all our golden dreams. 
I love to tell the story, for some have never heard  
the message of salvation from God’s own holy Word. (R) 
 
I love to tell the story, for those who know it best 
seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest. 
And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song, 
‘twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long. (R) 

 
Blessing:  

May the God of the waters, 
waters of baptism and waters of life, 
bless you and keep you  
and work such greatness in you that you rise up,  
attended by the love of God which is for you, 
and blessed to be a blessing in the world. 
Amen. 



 

Sung Blessing: May the Love of the Lord; #218MV  

May the love of our God, rest upon your soul, 
May God’s love dwell in you throughout every day.  
 

Amen, Amen, Amen Amen, Amen, Amen. 
Amen, Amen, Amen Amen, Amen, Amen. 

 
Music Copyright Permissions  
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“RAISING THE ROOF” – ROOF FUNDRAISER  

This month we have begun a roof fundraiser: 
“Raising the Roof”, with a goal to raise $20,000 to 
help cover a large portion of this expense, which is 
anticipated to be $40,000. The fundraiser will 
continue throughout the year or until our goal is 
met, which will be updated on the poster in the 

Narthex. We are already off to an incredible start, with over $7,000 raised so 
far! To make a donation toward the roof fundraiser, we are welcoming 
donations to purchase one or more bundles of shingles at $100 per bundle.  
 

Special donation envelopes for the roof are available in the Narthex.  
Or, donations can be made via E-transfer to: salisburyuc@telus.net. Please be 
sure to specify “Special Donation for Roof Fundraiser” in the memo. All 
donations are eligible for a tax receipt, which will be issued in February of the 
following year. 
 

AN AFTERNOON OF ENTERTAINMENT AT SALISBURY 

A new and exciting afternoon of entertainment at Salisbury is 
planned for Sunday, February 8th at 1:30pm in the lower hall. The 
featured entertainment will be the Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers 
Association. Admission is by free will donation. Refreshments will be 
provided.  Be sure to invite your friends, family & neighbours! 

MEDITATION CIRCLE – EVERY WEDNESDAY @ 10AM   

Meditation Circle, held Wednesdays at 10am, continues in-
person in the church meditation room and now online! Find 
details on our website (salisburyunited.ca) under the “Weekly 
Meditation Circle” section on the main page. 
 

 

LOOKING FOR HELP SUNDAY MORNINGS 

If you’re able to help Sundays at 10:00am, to set up a few 
tables & chairs in the auditorium, it would be greatly 
appreciated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Finance Corner 

Update for December 2025 

 ACTUAL BUDGET 

Income: $278,292.54 $273,980.00 
Expense: $252,327.11 $275,148.00 

 $25,965.43 ($1,168.00) 
 

 

We finished the year strong and well ahead of budget,  
with net income $ 27,133.43 better than planned. This was largely due in part to 

$12,045 in special donations and $3,100 more rental income than planned.  
 

Our property expenses also came in $22,000 less than budgeted; however, much of 
that is due to parking lot and door repairs not completed in 2025. As you may know, 

we have some large upcoming property expenses planned for 2026, including 
replacing our roof and the alarm panel. Our Roof Fundraiser will begin sometime in 

the New Year. So remember, if you donate through PAR (pre-authorized remittance),  
please review your monthly contributions for the new year to ensure we keep ahead 

of inflation and upcoming Property expenses.   
You can contact the church office with any revisions. 

  
As we begin a new year in the life of Salisbury United Church,  

thank you for your continued financial support.  
 

If you need any help with giving envelopes – new supply, pick-up, etc. – or other 
giving options (monthly giving through PAR, e-transfer or donating online through 

Canada Helps on the Salisbury Website), please contact: Brittany at the Church Office. 
 

Phone: 780-467-7310 

 


