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“Jump at the net will open.” 

That was the advice that I got from a lay minister when I was wrestling with the question of 

whether or not I was going to answer the call to become a minister in The United Church of 

Canada.   

That was the second call I experienced, the first one being the spiritual call to become a learner 

and follower of Jesus.  (From this I understand that faith is a calling all on its own, and that 

there may be more than one call in your life at the same time.) That second call though, when it 

came, was one I was not ready to acknowledge.  The first call, the call to faith, was a surprise to 

be sure, but I adapted.  But the second call, the call to a vocation, was well outside of my 

expectations of things I might do with my life – a lawyer or a journalist or an archaeologist were 

things I had imagined early on.  But not a minister in a community of faith.  The Spirit however 

had other ideas. 

“Jump and the net will open.”   

At the time that I was given that advice I found it helpful but also daunting. The idea that by 

taking a leap of faith I might go into a freefall spoke directly to my reluctance to take the first 

step. It sounded uncomfortable and unpleasant.  But then the safe landing out of the risk, that 

didn’t sound so bad, although it was rather non-specific as to how things would go in the long 

run.  Nevertheless, because of that advice, I finally took the first step of going to my community 

of faith and asking about how to become a minister in The United Church of Canada. 

I think most of us, if we ever think about being called by God, we think of it as being set apart 

for something outside of the regular world of work and leisure and relationships.  Our reading 

from the Gospel according to John is a perfect illustration of that. Jesus comes alongand spies 

Philip and Nathanael.  He says to them “Follow me.”  Jesus calls them as he finds them, in their 

ordinary day-to-day occupations and activities, such as lounging around under a fig tree in the 

middle of the day. Jesus calls them out of their ordinary activities and into a life apart, following 

after him.  And that story of Jesus summoning Nathaniel and Philip, in spite of Nathanael’s 

initial objections (“Can anything good come out of Nazareth in Galilee?”), is often held up as a 

template for what a call from God is like for a person’s life.  Like Philip, like Nathanael you leave 

it all behind for God’s sake.   

Therefore the saying, “Jump and the net will open.” 

 

But, there is another kind of call, just as powerful, just as significant, that is often overlooked by 

most of us and by the Christian spiritual community we call the church.  That other kind of call 

is the call for us, as people of faith, to remain where we are while being faithful to God.  And 

this is the call that 99% of us will have to live by in our lives.  In some ways this is the more 
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challenging call from God to live by, because our ordinary lives are filled with many 

responsibilities, many stresses, strains and priorities that compete for our time, our attention, 

our dedication.  Which brings me to the first scripture reading for today, the Psalm, Psalm 139.  

Psalm 139 reflects a conversation the composer of the Psalm is having with God. It’s a 

conversation I have always imagined taking place late at night while trying to go to sleep. You 

know how it is when you lie in bed at night and maybe take some time to get to sleep and find 

your thoughts roaming through your life and the things that have happened in it. You review 

things, take stock, assess what your life has been made up of, and sometimes, sometimes you 

try to imagine how your life might relate to a story that is greater than yourself. That’s what is 

happening in the Psalm – the composer is trying to place their life in relation to God’s great 

ongoing story about life.   

 

Listen to the opening lines of the psalm again: 

 

O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 

You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. 

You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. 

Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely. 

You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 

 

This is a person who on reflection has a moment of clarity about the placement of their life 

within the life of God, or if you want to put it this way, within the infinite life of God’s ongoing 

love.  And that final line in this section of the Psalm, “You hem me in, behind me and before, 

and lay your hand upon me,” tells you that this person discerns that there is a claim upon their 

life that comes uniquely from God.  That discernment, that moment of clarity is the call, it’s a 

call that is rooted within the composer’s ordinary, every day life, and it comes to the fore of 

their awareness in that twilight time between dreaming and waking, between activity and 

sleep. It is the unveiling of the thing a life is are called to be, the life that a person called to live.  

It’s what the great Quaker author, Parker J. Palmer, says about the idea of being called.  Being 

called is not about your educational or career goals although these things can overlap with your 

calling.  Your calling is about who you are and the person you are becoming in Gods.     

 

Listen again to our Psalm selection:   

 

For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother's womb. 

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I 

know very well. 
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My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven 

in the depths of the earth. 

Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your book were written all the days that 

were formed for me, when none of them as yet existed. 

How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 

I try to count them -- they are more than the sand; I come to the end -- I am still with 

you. 

 

Who you are and who you are placed here to become comes to you from your Creator.  “You 

knit me together in my mother’s womb … Your eyes beheld my unformed substance … I come 

to the end, I am still with you.”  This Psalm clearly expresses an understanding that a person’s 

life has a frame and a shape and a texture just like a finely woven piece of cloth.  It has a 

purpose and a meaning in relation to the one who wove it into being, who formed the days 

written in the book of life for that person.   

 

If we are to take anything from this Psalm, from this late night reflection of a long-ago 

composer, it is that one the most important things for each of us to wake up to about our lives, 

is that our lives have a calling. And we are to live that calling while doing whatever we are doing 

or living through right now.  Even in the midst of a pandemic or political and social instability 

and upheaval.  And you might still say to me, “Britt, that’s all well and good but I am still not 

sure what it means to have a call from God in my life.  I have never thought of myself as being 

anything special.” To which I might say, well it’s about time for you to start thinking of yourself 

that way.  You are called, each of us is, and our path in life is meant to be one of living into our 

calling where we are, at whatever age and stage in life we are in.  It’s first-of-all a call to place 

our lives in God’s hands, the God who is the Creator of all and has known us since before we 

were born.  It’s also a call to develop character in our lives because we are held in God’s hands: 

remember the seven sacred teachings (wisdom, love, courage, humility, respect, truth, 

honesty).  It’s also a call to serve more than ourselves, remembering the teaching of Jesus to 

love God and love our neighbour as ourselves.  This is the essential calling that each of us is 

given in our lives where we are: faith, character and service.  There is a fourth one – the call to 

be in the community of God’s people.   

 

Beloved and dear ones, there is a call in your life, in each life.  There always has been. It isn’t 

always valued and given as much importance as the big calls like the call to be a minister, or 

secular calls to focus your life on power or wealth or having your way in everything. And so we 

don’t take this call as seriously.  Also, there countless human beings who are not given much 

hope of fulfilling their life’s call to faith, character, service and community because of the way 

their lives are impacted by social conditions like poverty or violence, or by prejudice based on 
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race, gender, sexual orientation, economic status and so on. From a faith perspective, these 

conditions lie at the root of much of the suffering and injustice we see in the world.  When we 

deny in each other what has been placed there by the Creator, we interfere in each other’s lives 

and continue to let injustice play itself out in the world around us.  This is hard for us to hear 

and bear, we tend to want to say that there really isn’t racism in our society or there are onoy a 

few people living in poverty, yet we do need to see this reality for what it is and recognize that 

injustice profoundly affects the ability of people to fulfill their lives as the Creator intends.  

Because God is in the world with us, we can hear this and bear it.  God strives with us in a world 

where injustice too often has power.  And because God strives with us, we now more than ever 

need to be attentive to our call to faith, character, service and community.  Now more than 

ever there is a need for people who will take the risk of jumping out in faith, each and every 

day, living the basic call from God for all our lives in the midst of our trouble and turmoil, 

trusting that the net will open for us and catch us.  To put it another way, quoting Martin Luther 

King Jr., whose birth date we have just passed in the last week,  “Life’s most persistent and 

urgent question is, ‘What are you doing for others?’”  May we all answer the call of God for our 

lives (faith, character, service, community) so that we can be for the world in the same Spirit of  

love and justice which comes from God. 

 

I am going to close by inviting you to hear Psalm 139 again, this time from a poetic 

contemporary translation that appears in Jim Taylor’s book, “Everyday Psalms”: 

 

I am transparent to you God.  

You can see right through me 

I can hide nothing from you. 

You read my body language, and detect my deepest feelings. 

The tiniest quirks of my handwriting reveal everything going on inside me. 

You know what I’m going to say before I’ve thought it through. 

I look around at the world and you are there; 

I look within my psyche and you are there; 

Emotion and intellect are one with you. 

You know me better than myself. 

I could not stand knowing myself that well— 

I need some hidden corner still to discover, 

Some mysteries still to unfold. 

Only you can cope with total knowledge. 
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How can I have a life of my own? 

If I study science, you are there. 

If I explore economics, you are there. 

From charmed quark to exploding galaxies, 

From icebergs to dinosaurs to industrial toxins – 

Wherever I turn you will turn up. 

You insinuate yourself into every crevice of my life. 

Even if I bury myuself in work, you break in  

And upset all my careful applecarts. 

You drag me forward by my lapels; 

In the small of my back, you keep shoving me.. 

I cannot keep you out of my life. 

You are my permanent partner.   

 

-Jim Taylor, Everyday Psalms. 

 

 

   


