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Sunday Morning Worship at Salisbury United Church
Advent 1 - Sunday, November 30, 2025
Maybe This Christmas, Hope!

Prelude
Welcome & Announcements

Land Acknowledgement:

As we gather in worship, we pause to acknowledge Treaty Six Territory,
the traditional and contemporary home of the Cree, Saulteaux,
Blackfoot, Métis, and Nakota Sioux Peoples. We give thanks for their
deep-rooted connection to this land and their ongoing contributions to
our community.

Hymn Medley: (Salisbury Singers come forward)
Come and Fill Our Hearts; #16MV (hope, peace, joy, love)

Come and fill our hearts with your #ope. You alone, O Lord, are holy.
Come and fill our hearts with your /ope, alleluia!

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord, are holy.
Come and fill our hearts with your peace, alleluia!

Come and fill our hearts with your joy. You alone, O Lord, are holy.
Come and fill our hearts with your joy, alleluia!

Come and fill our hearts with your love. You alone, O Lord, are holy.
Come and fill our hearts with your love, alleluia!

Come, Come Emmanuel; #1 1MV, chorus only

Come, come Emmanuel. Come, Emmanuel.

(repeat several times)




LAY ASSIST — Read ONLY the sections as highlighted BELOW

All Earth Is Waiting: #5VU, vv. 1.3 & 4

All earth 1s waiting to see the Promised One,

and open furrows await the seed of God.

All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty;
it cries out for justice and searches for the truth.

Mountains and valleys will have to be made plain,
open new highways, new highways for our God,
who is now coming closer, so come all and see,
and open the doorways as wide as wide can be.

In lowly stable the Promised One appeared.

Yet, feel that presence throughout the earth today,
for Christ lives in all Christians and 1s with us now;
again, on arriving, Christ brings us liberty.

Call to Prayer: Maybe this Christmas, Hope! (al/l remain standing)

Advent begins.

We are here because we are waiting for something new to appear.
We long for hope in the midst of the world’s despair.

We look at the places where relationships are broken,
connections have been lost for reasons we can’t quite recall.
We pray for forgiveness to take root in our hearts.

We remember the ancient story,

the guiding light that pierced the darkness of history.

We look for that same light to blaze a trail in us,

leading us to hope that is real and glad and lasting,

for the sake of the world’s reconciliation and our own.

Maybe this year hope will appear, deeper than ever before.

We Welcome Each Other In:
(We greet each other with open hands of hospitality before sitting down)

Advent Candle Lighting: 1*' Blue Candle, Hope

Creator of Hope and Light,

we so often chase shadows

and get lost to ourselves and you.
Take us by the hand and show us
the guiding star and the hope
that awaits us all.

(The first blue candle is lit)
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Sung Response: Maybe This Christmas

Maybe this Christmas will mean something more
Maybe this year hope will appear

Deeper than ever before,

Maybe this Christmas.

Spoken Responses: We Pause in Hope

May hope and faith be with you all.
And also with you.

(a time of silence)

May hope and faith be with those we love.
May it be so!

(a time of silence)

May hope and faith be with those we do not know well.
May it be so!

(a time of silence)

May hope and faith be with those we do not get along with.
May it be so!

(a time of silence)

May hope and faith be with the earth and all creatures in creation.
May it be so!

(a time of silence)

May it be so!

Opening Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer:

Maybe, O God, just maybe this year we really will find you at the end of
our Advent journey. Maybe our restless wandering through grim tidings
and spectacles of despair will finally cease. Maybe this year, O God, hope
will find a permanent home in us and, maybe, just maybe, as if this was the
first Christmas of our entire lives, we will actually go with you all the way
to Bethlehem.

And so we pray, ...
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Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever, Amen.

Discovery Time: Foxy’s Advent Trivia, Part #1

Hymn: Like a Child; #366VU

Like a child love would send
to reveal and to mend,

like a child and a friend,
Jesus comes.

Like a child we may find
claiming heart soul and mind,
like a child strong and kind,
Jesus comes.

Like a child we will meet,
ragged clothes dirty feet
like a child on the street,
Jesus comes.

Like a child we once knew
coming back into view,
like a child born anew,
Jesus Comes.

Like a child born to pray

and to show us the way,

like a child on the street,
Jesus comes.

Like a child we receive

all the love one can conceive,
like a child we believe,

Jesus comes.
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Scripture Reading: Matthew 24:36-44 (read responsively)

“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father.

As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of
Man.

For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and
they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took
them all away.

That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.

Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. Two
women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other
left.

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your
Lord will come.

But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of
night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have
let his house be broken into.

So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an
hour when you do not expect him.

(Pause before reading the following scripture acclamation.)

All: Acclamation
This 1s the Word of God.
Herein lies wisdom. Thanks be to God!

Salisbury Singers: Blest Be the God of Israel
Sermon/Discussion: People of Hope in The Kingdom of Despair

Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem; #64VU, vv. 1,3 & 4

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;

the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts the blessed gift of heaven.

No ear may hear his coming; but in this world of sin,

where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

(continued...)
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O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;

cast out our sin, and enter in; be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.

Recognition of Offering:

God waits silently

In our Inner recesses,

gazing lovingly on our treasure,
awaiting our response.

May we give ourselves in hope,
offering our over-burdened hearts,
sharing what we have and praying,
“Come Lord Jesus, Come!”

Amen.

Prayers for the Journey:

O God, Loving Mother and Father of us all,

we come as your children with a huge Christmas list,

asking for the gifts of peace and hope, joy and love to be upon your people
and the weary waiting world.

How can we not pray when the times are tense and the needs are
pressing? We turn to you in hope.

Upon the frustrated whose dreams lie in ruins,

and whose relationships are soured.

Upon the outcasts and strangers, refugees and homeless,
and those stricken by drought and disease.

Upon the fair and just who suffer insult and indignity

at the hands of the misguided and mischievous.

Upon the enthusiastic whose vigour renders them liable
to be dismissed as fanatics.

Upon the travellers who are away from the familiar

and face difficulties alone.

Upon the deeply ashamed who cannot forgive themselves.
Upon the arrogant and proud who require re-evaluation.
Upon those who find themselves the focus

of media attention and the centre of gossip.

Upon the bullies who need to keep others in subjection

to maintain their self-esteem.

Upon the too busy who are trying to hide

among the clutter of incomplete tasks.
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Upon the ungrateful and cynical

who see nothing in this world to rejoice in.

Upon the corrupt and morally bankrupt whose power relies

on the crushing of the innocent and voiceless.

Upon the fearless whose unqualified convictions mark them out

as unacceptable in the face of society’s displeasure.

Upon the sick and the dying who need to know more

compassion and tender-loving-care.

Upon all these O God, and more, we are so bold as to pray

for peace and hope, joy and love to seize control and reign among us.

(prayers in silence)

Hear us, O gracious God,

and grant according to your will, our requests,

in the name of Jesus,

the Author of Hope and Companion of the Hopeless,
Amen.

(Source: posted on the Church of Scotland’s Starters for Sunday website)

Saying Goodbye to the Advent Candle:

Advent has begun.
The light is extinguished but hope remains.

(the candle is extinguished)

Hope moves in wide circles toward all the four corners of creation.

The way of Advent lies open before us as a summons and a blessing.
Thanks be to God!

Amen and amen!

Hymn: Once in Royal David’s City; #62VU (stand for last two verses)

Once in royal David’s city, stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby, in a manger for his bed.
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little Child.

He came down to earth from heaven who, with God, is over all,
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall:
There among the poor and lowly, lived on earth our Saviour holy.

(continued...)
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For he is our lifelong pattern; daily, when on earth he grew;
he was tempted, scorned, rejected tears and smiles, like us he knew.
Thus he feels for all our sadness, and he shares in all our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love;
for that child who seemed so helpless is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on, to the place where he is gone.

Blessing:

May hope build a home in your heart,

telling you of God’s love for you and the world,
strengthening you for the days ahead,

And may God, Creator, Christ and Spirit,

rest upon you and dwell in you,

now and always.

Amen.

Sung Blessing: May the Love of the Lord; #218MV

May the love of our God, rest upon your soul,
May God'’s love dwell in you throughout every day.

Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen.
Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen.

Postlude

Colffee will be served following the service today.
Please come and join us in fellowship.
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