Sabbatical Notes: Regular Service Template
Salisbury United Church
Prelude  
Welcome &Announcements:
To include introduction of our guest worship leader/guest speaker

Hymn:  
Passing of the Peace
 A time to move around the sanctuary shaking hands, saying “peace be with you.”

“Let us open our hands to each other as a sign of peace and welcome, saying, “Peace be with you.” 
Call To Prayer:
A short opening moment in the service, usually written responsively, where words and actions call the people together in God’s presence.
Sung Refrain: 
Based on the “Be Not Afraid” them for 2017/2018.  The Christ Candle and Children’s Church Lantern are lit while people are sing. In summer there is no Children’s Church Lantern. 
Welcoming the Light of Christ

The responsive words are the same from week to week below:

 Let us proclaim the presence of the light of Christ together:
The light of Christ is with us, between us and all around us.

Thanks be to God.

Opening Prayer 

A brief prayer of 4-5 sentences that touches on the worship theme and expresses our desire to be in God’s presence while seeking God’s way for us.

The Lord’s Prayer
To be lead by one of our Junior Youth. We say the Lord’s Prayer when all ages are together so that it can continue to be learned as an intergenerational prayer for the whole church.

Hymn: 
To be announced by one of our Junior Youth

Discovery Time:
Conversation or story time for all ages while children sit at the front on the steps. All ages pray the concluding prayer and one of the children carries the lantern and leads the group to Children’s Church.
Hymn: 
Singing begins while the children leave for Children’s Church, usually a short refrain or hymn that also leads into the scripture reading.
Scripture Reading:  

Based on the “Be Not Afraid” cycle of readings we are following. Other scripture readings may also be chosen by worship leaders, depending on what themes worship leaders are called to lift up.  
Sermon:

The sermon is generally about 15 minutes long, 10 minutes on a communion Sunday.

Hymn:  
Minute for Mission 

Read by our Mission and Service Enthusiast, Poppy Cumming, this is a short story about some aspect of the work of the United Church Mission and Service Fund and leads into the offering. There is no Minute for Mission on Communion Sundays.
Offering Announcement

The offering announcement, usually made by the primary worship leader, follows the M&S story and invites the offering of the day. 

Offertory Song: 
The presiding worship leader stands at the head of the stairs as the offering is brought forward. Typically, on communion Sundays, the elements of communion are brought to the table by membes of Children’s Church while the offering is being collected.  The worship leader helps arrange the elements on the table. On communion Sundays an offering song such as #546, 547, 0r #547VU might be used to connect the offering to communion.  
Offering Prayer
The offering prayer is usually said after the song is sung. It may be said by the presiding worship leader, by the lay assist or by the whole congregation as a responsive prayer.

Sacrament of Communion

Usually the first Sunday of every month, following the typical forms found across The United Church, although variations are also welcome. The practise is one of an open table. Communion is by intinction.  
Prayers for the Journey
Usually said on all Sundays except Communion Sunday, and begins with a time of silent prayer, during which anyone with a prayer request might write them down.  The presiding worship leader walks down the aisle at the end of the time if silence to collect the prayer slips.  This is followed by spoken prayer lead by the presiding worship leader who includes the prayer requests in the spoken prayer.  
Hymn: 
Blessing

Sung Amen:  
#974VU is most familiar.  
